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Synopsis

Globalization has become an issue of the greatest urgency in the first decade of the new century.
Recent world events, especially the terrorist attacks on the United States and the evolving conflicts
in the Middle East, have sparked wider concern for global issues in general.A There is now a flood
of literature on the economics, politics, and sociology of globalization and regular commentary in the
serious daily and weekly press. Virtually all of this discussion makes assumptions, and frequently
explicit claims, about the novelty of globalization.A According to one view, globalization is a new
phenomenon that can be dated from the 1980s.A A second view holds that globalization has a long
history that can be traced to the nineteenth century, if not earlier.A These are important claims, but
until now they had not attracted significant critical attention from historians.A This volume is the first
by a team of historians to address these issues.Globalization in World History has two distinctive
features.A First, it traces the history of globalization across nearly three centuries.A Second, it
emphasizes a feature that the current debate greatly underestimates: the fact that globalization has
non-Western as well as Western origins.A Globalization is much more than a new way to tell the
all-too-familiar "rise of the West" story.A The contributors bring their expertise to bear on themes
that give prominence to China, South Asia, Africa, and the world of Islam, as well as to Europe and
the United States; these themes span the last three centuries while also showing an awareness of
more distant antecedents.A The result is a coherent and thought-provoking collection of essays.A
Globalization will become a major theme of historical research during the next decade; this book will

help set the new agenda.
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Customer Reviews

A. G. Hopkins, formerly the Smuts Professor of Commonwealth History at Cambridge University and
now an Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College, is currently the Walter Prescott Webb Professor of
History at the University of Texas, Austin.A He has published widely in the field of African and
imperial history, beginning with a pioneering study, An Economic History of West Africa (1973), and
continuing with two prize-winning volumes, written jointly with P. J. Cain, British Imperialism:
Innovation and Expansion, 16884 “1914 (1993) and British Imperialism, 19144 “1990 (1993),
second editions of which are now available in one volume entitled British Imperialism, 16884 “2000

(2001).

This is a good collection of scholars discussing globalization and its historic significance.

Perfect condition, as if it had just been printed. Thank you!

| did not care for the way this book presented the facts. Just a boring read. | must admit, | bought
this book only because it was required for class. But even my professor was not 100% satisfied with

this book and this is what he specializes in.

[...]- GLOBALIZATION IN WORLD HISTORY is an excellent book and, contrary to what some
reviewers suggest, is one of the best historical studies of globalization available.The true
significance of GLOBALIZATION IN WORLD HISTORY is that it was the first attempt by historians
to bring a broader and longer perspective to the history of globalization. A.G. Hopkins, the editor,
begins the book by underlining the growing urgency of the question of globalization, which has been
made plain by terrorist attacks around the world, by conflict in the Middle East, and by the changes
caused by expanding global trade. Such a pressing issue thus demands a thoughtful analysis. But
scholarship on globalization has been dominated by economists, journalists, and political
commentators who are primarily concerned with present events, while existing historical
commentary has largely failed to approach the history of globalization with a sufficiently broad
perspective. The authors of the nine essays that constitute this book seek to correct this gap in
knowledge by emphasizing the non-Western origins of globalization and by expanding its inquiry to

cover the last 300 years. The hope of the editor is "to reinvigorate the appraisal of large slices of the



past,” and "to link history to the present in ways that ought to inform the appraisal of contemporary
issues".lt is therefore misleading, indeed unfair, to call this book an "academic indictment of
American scholars," as Mr. finconsult has - a gross exaggeration that suggests he never made it
past the second chapter. Mr. finconsult, as a former Oxford student, should understand that where
there is a scholarly imbalance, a corrective is necessary. GLOBALIZATION IN WORLD HISTORY
attempts to provide this balance by emphasizing the non-Western as well as the Western sources of
globalization, and by searching for earlier sources of globalization that, prior to 1945, had begun the
process that since then has become associated with American preeminence.lt is also strange that
Mr. finconsult should accuse the book of lacking an economic dimension when the editor, A.G.
Hopkins, is the author of AN ECONOMIC HISTORY OF WEST AFRICA, a book that pioneered the
study of economic history in the under-developed world, and when the same editor is the author of
BRITISH IMPERIALISM, 1688-2000, a book of enormous importance that, more than any other
work, returned economic considerations to the forefront of imperial history.Mr. finconsult also
missed the many references to economics in the individual essays in the book. The third chapter by
C.A. Bayly concludes that, "already, in the period 1750-1850, features of proto-globalization based
on the supremacy of market-driven, profit-maximizing forces emanating from Euro-American
capitalism and the nation state were already apparent” (if resisted by old social and cultural
formations). Similar developments are suggested in the fourth chapter, by Amira Bennison, who
argues that "international economic exchanges, migrations, and global ideologies within and without
state structures are not the sole preserve of late twentieth century or early twenty-first-century
Western societies but have been developed, promoted, and upheld by many world systems which,
although not necessarily global in reach, certainly maintained universal, and thus global,
aspirations." Or, take for example the fifth chapter by Richard Drayton, which considers New World
sugar plantations as part of the "cutting edge of capitalist civilization," and as a "complex" that
attracted investment, employed labor, created consumption, and "generated global circuits of
bullion, sugar, cotton, wheat, beef, and debt, and cycles of colonial expansion and European
settlement on every continent." These examples could be repeated for the remaining six chapters,
but the point is clear enough: GLOBALIZATION IN WORLD HISTORY is a remarkably rich and
well-balanced account of the history of globalization that, far from discounting economic forces, in
fact places them center stage.lt is equally curious that one would accuse the authors of attacking
either the United States or American scholarship on globalization, when the final chapter by David
Reynolds begins with an acknowledgement that last century was indeed the "American Century,"

and that modern technology created a "multiplier effect" that makes American globalization uniquely



influential in world history. Reynolds’s only hint of challenging American scholarship is to point out
that few economists, sociologists, or political scientists have looked beyond WWII, and that "a
longer historical perspective is therefore appropriate” if scholars are to understand globalization as
more than simply an American phenomenon. "It is a fundamental aim," he writes, "to locate
contemporary globalization in broader and longer contexts, by showing the globalizing patterns of
other societies and earlier epochs."Finally, it is regrettable that some readers consider this book an
"extremely intellectual” and "impossible" read. There is - inevitably - some truth to the claim that the
book is highly intellectual and that its authors write in a distinctive Cambridge style. But this should
hardly be surprising (or difficult) for any reader familiar with the authors’ work or with the literature on
globalization by scholars from other fields. As a point of comparison, | would suggest reading the
commendable, if densely written, work on the subject by lan Clark, or by David Held and Anthony
McGrew, et al. You might then discover that, in content as well as stylistic felicity, GLOBALIZATION
IN WORLD HISTORY is a refreshing, timely, and highly important study of the history of

globalization.

Very good condition

This is a scholarly and academic indictment of American scholars on the origins of
GLOBALIZATION. However, their differences with the Americans is useful and enlightening. The
Cantabridgians are all historians of reputation and they see the nature of GLOBALIZATION through
the lens of classical historical analysis and dismiss economics, technolgy, innovation - - as an
American notion and ergo, wrong! (Full disclosure: the author of this review read economics at

Oxford with concentration on the international aspects)

It was required text - wish I'd found it used because | will never read it and won’t recommend it.
Maybe | can sell it at a yard sale to some unsuspecting soul. It's dry and extremely intellectual
(disclaimer: | consider myself of above average intelligence and am interested in globalization).
There’s not an interesting sentence in the book. A total waste of money and | let the instructor know.
He only had us read the first chapter anway...a smallish paperback not worth the big bucks it
cost.Debbie, lllinois
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